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Provider Advisory Committee 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Substance Abuse Prevention and Control 

 
The Alhambra Campus 

1000 South Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803 
Bldg. A-9 East, Conference Room G2 (Ground Floor)  

                                                       MS Teams login 
Call in (audio only): +1 323-776-6996    
Phone Conference ID: 194 415 967# 

 

Tuesday, February 13, 2024 
2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Gary Tsai, M.D., Co-Chair 
Kathy Watt, Co-Chair 

 

Welcome  
Dr. Gary Tsai, MD, Bureau Director 
Substance Abuse Prevention and Control,  
Los Angeles County, Department of Public Health (DPH) 
 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – December 12, 2023 
Armen Ter-Barsegyan, DPH 

Workgroup Updates 

• Business Technology  
Jim Symington, Compatior & Aris Tubadeza, AADAP 

• Key Indicators  
Jonathan Higgins, Beacon House & Christina González, Impact 

• Building Communities of Belonging 
Maricela Gray, House of Hope & Junie Gonzalez, Cri-Help 

• Certified Medi-Cal Peer Support Specialists 
Zena Yusuf, DPH 

• PAC Awards 
Liana Sanchez, LACADA 

Discussion Items 

• Key Professional Opportunities  
Will Taetzsch, Didi Hirsch Mental Health Services 

• AWOL Policy in Provider Manual 8.0 
Will Taetzsch, Didi Hirsch Mental Health Services 

• R95 Groups for Front-line Staff, Clinicians, and Management 
Kathy Watt, Van Ness  

• R95 - Low Barrier Residential Policies and Low Barrier 
Toxicology/Drug Test Policies 
Dr. Gary Tsai, MD, Bureau Director  

• Agency’s Implementation of Addiction Medication Policies  
Dr. Brian Hurley, MD, Medical Director 

• Volunteers 
Yanira Lima, DPH  

Meeting Wrap Up 
Armen Ter-Barsegyan, DPH 

Public Comments 
Dr. Gary Tsai, MD, Bureau Director 

 

 

Chairs 
 Gary Tsai, M.D. 

 Kathy Watt 

 

  PAC members 
   Jose Aguilar 

   Celia Aragon 

   Julia Corea 

   Deena Duncan 

   Nina Glassman 

   Alice Gleghorn 

   Christina Gonzales 

   Baldomero Gonzalez 

   Maricela Gray 

   Colette Harley 

   Joann Hemstreet 

   Jonathan Higgins 

   Hiroko Makiyama 

   Nely Meza 

   Rocio Quezada 

   Jose Salazar 

   Liana Sanchez 

   James Symington III 

   William Taetzsch 

   Aris Tubadeza 

   Edith Urner 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODQ1YzY0MjQtYzIyMi00MGI1LWJiNDEtZWIxZTlmM2UxY2Vk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2207597248-ea38-451b-8abe-a638eddbac81%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%228c0ae454-eae6-419b-9ea4-0fad9b0431ae%22%7d

