Women and HIV
World AIDS Day is December 1.  Did you know that there are a growing number of HIV/AIDS cases among women, particularly among women of color.  Nationally, African-American women have been especially impacted and represent the majority of new HIV infections and AIDS cases among women, and the majority of women living with the disease
. Many women with HIV are low-income and most have numerous family responsibilities, potentially complicating the management of their illness. Research suggests that women with HIV face limited access to care and experience disparities in access, relative to men
.  Women are also more biologically susceptible to HIV infection during sex, and experience different clinical symptoms and complications.  
Los Angeles County

In Los Angeles County, women make up approximately 13% of all AIDS cases.   Latinas make up 43% of all HIV/AIDS cases among women in our County, followed by African-American women who comprise 37% of all cases among women.  Whites make up 17% and Asian women are 3% of cases among women.  69% of all women got HIV/AIDS through hetersexual contact.
  
Given these trends nationally and in Los Angeles County, efforts to stem the tide of HIV/AIDS will increasingly depend on how and to what extent its effect on women is addressed.  It is important that women take control of their sexual health and get tested for HIV.   Anyone interested in getting a free HIV test in Los Angeles County can visit EraseDoubt.org to find out how.  
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� Kaiser Foundation HIV/AIDS Policy Fact Sheet (September 2009)  http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/6092-07.pdf


� Kaiser Foundation HIV/AIDS Policy Fact Sheet (September 2009)  http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/6092-07.pdf


� All Los Angeles County data is provided by HIV Epidemiology Program, Department of Public Health






