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History of DWC 
 

Founded in 1978, the Downtown Women’s Center is the only 
organization in Los Angeles exclusively dedicated to addressing the 
needs of women overcoming poverty and homelessness in Skid Row. 

 



Operational & Staffing Structure 
 



Programs and Services Offered--2014 Impact 
  Housing 

• 95% retained housing 

• 119 units of on-site Permanent Supportive 
Housing 

• 70 women housed outside of DWC on-site housing 
(including 26 Veterans)  

Basic Needs 
• 4000 received services  

• 110,000 meals served 

 

 

 

Health and Well-Being 
• 300 women seen in 1000 Women’s Health 

Medical Appointments  

• 180 women seen in 1100 individual and group 
mental health sessions  

• 830 women participated in Wellness Workshops 

Opportunity 
• 950 women participated in educational activities 

• 44  placed into employment in 2014 

• 90% retained employment 



Evidenced Based  
Practices  

Trauma-Informed Care 

• Housing First into Permanent Supportive Housing 

• Critical Time Intervention  

• Harm Reduction 

• Stages of Change & Motivational Interviewing 

• Social Enterprise for employment for individuals with barriers  

 



 

 



Advancing Healthcare and Housing 
Partnerships  

• Affordable Care Act  

• Importance of In-Home Supports (Health Homes, 1115 Medicaid 
Waiver) 

• Los Angeles Department of Health Services—Housing for Health 
Model  

• Addressing other Social Determinates: 

• Employment, Education, Social Network  



Looking Ahead  

• Initiating new research 

• Advancing local, 

statewide & national 

policy 

• Best practices 

promotion 


