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Ending the HIV Epidemic Plan for Los Angeles County 

www.LACounty.HIV 

Priority Populations
•Black/African American men who have sex with men (MSM)

• Latinx MSM

•Women of color

•People who inject drugs and/or with substance use disorder

•People of trans experience

• Youth under 30 years of age

http://www.lacounty.hiv/


After declining from 2014 through 2020, the number of new HIV diagnoses 
among ciswomen hit a 10-year high in 2023. Particularly, new HIV diagnoses 
are increasing among ciswomen experiencing homelessness.

*HIV surveillance data as of June 30, 2024. 2023 numbers are preliminary.
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Number of Female and Congenital Syphilis Cases1,2 

Los Angeles County, 2010-20213 (excludes Long Beach and Pasadena)

1. Syphilis among females of childbearing age (ages 15-44) including all cases staged as primary, secondary, early non-primary non-secondary (previously early latent) and unknown duration/late (previously 

late latent). 

2. Congenital syphilis includes syphilitic stillbirths.

3. LAC data as of March 23, 2023.

4. Note that the number of reported STDs in 2020 decreased as a result of decreased STD screening and increased use of telemedicine during the COVID-19 Stay at Home Health Officer Order.

Sources: LAC DPH Division of HIV and STD Programs;
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2022: 136 CS cases



Los Angeles County saw an all-time high of 136 congenital syphilis cases in 2022 among 133 birthing parents1.

Birthing Parent Characteristics* of Congenital Syphilis Cases in Los Angeles County, 2022

Division of HIV and STD Programs. Data sources: Toxicology reports, syphilis interviews, LA County 

Sheriff’s Dept. Inmate, Information Center, medical records. Congenital syphilis REDCap data as of 

December 18, 2023. Data are provisional due to delays in reporting

1 Accounts for 3 sets of twins among the congenital syphilis cases. 2 Death of a live born infant, regardless of gestational age at birth, 

within the first 28 completed days of life. 3 LA County Dept. of Child and Family Services 4 Includes meth, excludes marijuana.5 

Includes shelters, sleeping outdoors, group homes, transitional housing, and other living arrangements 
6 Within the last 2 years

11% of congenital syphilis cases 
were stillbirths or neonatal deaths2.

13 Stillbirths, 2 Neonatal deaths

121 Live births

50% of birthing parents did not 
receive any prenatal care.
Trimester at prenatal care entry

1st tri
17%

2nd tri
17%

3rd tri
16%

None
50%

*Characteristics are likely under-reported due to loss to follow up and minimal medical documentation.

Birthing parents faced major health 
and social challenges.

56%

44%

44%

35%

25%

Substance use4

Meth use

Unstable housing5

History of 

incarceration

Mental illness6

Of those, 50 (41%) referred to 

DCFS3



Sources: LAC DPH Division of HIV and STD Programs  

1. 2022 data are from STD Casewatch as of 08/20/2023 and exclude cases from Long Beach and Pasadena 2. 2022 data are provisional due to reporting delay. 3 Syphilis among 

females of childbearing age (ages 15-44) including all cases staged as primary, secondary, early non-primary non-secondary (previously early latent) and unknown duration/late 

(previously late latent). Congenital syphilis includes syphilitic stillbirths. 4.  “Other” category includes Asian, NHPI, AIAN and multi-race birthing parents.

Latinx represented more than half of all congenital syphilis birthing parents.

Race/ethnicity of Congenital Syphilis Cases by Birthing Parent, Los Angeles County, 20221,2,3

White, 11%

Black, 19%

Latinx, 64%

Other4, 4%
Unknown, 1%



Opportunities for Partnership 

Diagnose

• HIV/STI testing

• Increase access to syphilis screening and pregnancy testing

Prevent

• PrEP and PEP

Treat

• Linkage to HIV medical care and supportive services

• Linkage to STI treatment and other health care needs

Health Education (Providers and Community)

• HIV, STIs and related topic areas



www.GetProtectedLA.com



HIV Testing Resources

I Got Tested Brochure; Me Hice La Prueba

• Distribute HIV self-test kits, INSTI HIV test kits, syphilis test kits.

• To learn more about HIV/STI testing visit: www.GetProtectedLA.com 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly9wdWJsaWNoZWFsdGgubGFjb3VudHkuZ292L2Roc3AvRFBIU2V4dWFsSGVhbHRoQ2xpbmljcy9IZWFsdGhFZHVjYXRpb25MaWJyYXJ5L0hJVi9ISVYtSUdvdFRlc3RlZF9RdWFkRm9sZC1FTiUyMEZJTkFMJTIwMDQuMTIuMjAyMy5wZGY_dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX25hbWU9JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkmdXRtX3Rlcm09IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDYyNy43ODg4MTczMSJ9.U1nBd9Iaccclgl3XhImTV5q3X1HayUTHdWVkTtl8tk4/s/860070733/br/209872910993-l
https://www.lacounty.hiv/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/HIV-IGotTested_QuadFold-SP-OCPA-04.12.2023.pdf
http://www.getprotectedla.com/


Order up to 2 free 
HIV/STI 

self-test kits



Increase access to syphilis screening and pregnancy testing

• Current or upcoming efforts:

– Homeless Healthcare Partners and Syringe Support Programs

– Testing events in coordination with trusted partners

– Women’s Health Fairs 

– Emergency Departments

– Jails

– OWH contractors? Other partners?

Link people with syphilis to treatment and other health care services

• Clinical Field Team and Direct Community Services Mobile Unit

– Test and Treat events with CBO partners 

– Syphilis treatment

– Pregnancy testing, Contraception, HIV PrEP

– OWH contractors? Other partners?



Action Kits (click here)

http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/dhsp/InfoForProviders.htm


I’m+ LA Resource: www.getprotectedla.com/ImPositiveLA 

http://www.getprotectedla.com/ImPositiveLA


Training Opportunity at 
LA LGBT Center.



*NEW*
FLEX Card Program

1

People with HIV can apply for 
$400/month in store gift cards for 6 

months. 

Application opens September 2, 2024
(Labor Day)

Info session: August 29, 2024 at 10am 
Register & Join

https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/669a8d9d-00a9-4f8c-a8ce-278973dbc2ac@07597248-ea38-451b-8abe-a638eddbac81


Julie Tolentino, MPH

jtolentino@ph.lacounty.gov

EHE Email: EHEInitiative@ph.lacounty.gov 

EHE website: www.LACounty.HIV

Thank you!

mailto:jtolentino@ph.lacounty.gov
mailto:EHEInitiative@ph.lacounty.gov
http://www.lacounty.hiv/
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