Los Angeles County Infant Mortality, Preterm Births, and Low Birthweight Factsheet

Infant Mortality*™ by Race e The Healthy People 2010 objective is to reduce the infant
Los Angeles County 2000-2007 mortality rate to no more than 4.5 per 1,000 live births.
s \WHITE e The infant mortality rate for Los Angeles County has
HISPANIC remained stable around 4.9 to 5.4 infant deaths per 1,000
mm AFRICAN AMERICAN live births between 2000 and 2007.

mmm ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER
e The infant mortality rate for African Americans in Los

14.0 Angeles County is about twice as high as the overall Los
12.0 Angeles County rate, and three times that of White babies.
African American comprised 8% of all births and 16% of all
10.0 infant deaths in 2007.
8.0 e In 2007, more than 16 % of both African American babies
6.0 and Native Americans babies were born preterm.
4.0 e Low birthweight and very low birthweight are the leading
cause of infant mortality. Almost 3% of all African
2.0 American babies were born very low birthweight and an
additional 10% were born with low birthweight.
0.0
QQ Q\’ Qq, 0’5 Qb‘ Q(«) Qb Q/\ e SPA 6 has the highest rate of preterm births, and SPAs 1
,1/0 rI/Q /19 q/Q rI/Q /19 ,19 q/Q and 6 have the highest rate of low and very low
birthweight.

*Infant Mortality Rate: Infant deaths occurring less than 365 days per 1,000 live births.

Birthweight and Preterm Birth by Mother’s Race/Ethnicity and Service Planning Area, Los Angeles County 2007
(Total Live Births 151,853)

Very Low Birthweight Low Birthweight
Preterm Birth (Less than 1500 (Between 1500 and Normal Birthweight
(Less than 37 Weeks) grams) 2500 grams) (More than 2500 grams)
Mother’s Race/Ethnicity (%) Total (%) Total (%) Total (%) Total
White 11.19 2,702 1.16 279 6.16 1,487 92.69 22,377
Hispanic 11.89 10,837 1.11 1,016 5.37 4,897 93.51 85,239
African American 16.74 1,771 2.78 294 9.57 1,013 87.65 9,274
Asian/Pacific Islander 10.16 1,745 1 171 6.72 1,154 92.29 15,850
Native American 16.29 36 1.81 4 7.24 16 90.95 201
Other/Unknown 14.15 116 2.07 17 7.8 64 90.12 739
Total 11.94 17,207 1.24 1,781 5.99 8,631 92.77 133,680
Service Planning Area (SPA)
Antelope Valley 12.74 774 1.63 99 6.27 381 92.1 5,597
East 11.61 2,385 1.19 244 5.51 1,132 93.3 19,175
Metro 11.32 1,796 1.13 180 5.51 874 93.35 14,807
San Fernando 12.1 3,425 1.14 324 6.18 1,750 92.67 26,228
San Gabriel 11.23 2,714 1.15 279 5.86 1,416 92.99 22,483
South 13.45 2,883 1.42 304 6.47 1,387 92.11 19,740
South Bay 12.01 2,572 1.34 287 6.05 1,296 92.61 19,829
West 10.48 658 1.02 64 6.29 395 92.69 5,821
Total 11.94 17,207 1.24 1,781 5.99 8,631 92.77 133,680

Source: California Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics, OHIR Vital Statistics Section, 1997-2006.



