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Background

Due to the alarming and disparate morbidity and
mortality rates in the African-American community, the
California State Department of Health Services expanded its
commitment toward assuring that all babies are born
healthy with an intense emphasis on African-American
infants.

In 1989, the State Department of Health Services with
support from the California Legislature established a Black
Infant Health (BIH) Program strategically placed in the
Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Branch. In 1989 the infant
mortality rate for African Americans in California was 19.2
deaths for every 1,000 live births.

History

The Black Infant Health Program (BIH) was
created at the State level as a result of California
Senate Bill 165 of the Budget Act of 1989. The
bill was enacted to address the high rate of infant
mortality for African American families. BIH
services are available within 15 local health
jurisdictions where 93% of African-American live
births and deaths occur. The 15 jurisdictions are:
Alameda, Contra Costa, Fresno, Kern, Los
Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco,

San Joaquin, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, the
City of Berkeley, Cities of Long Beach and
Pasadena. Health department personnel in
conjunction with local community advisory boards
and community/faith-based organizations provide
services. Since funding is not available to provide
BIH services for all African American pregnant and
parenting women, specific zip codes are targeted.
Services are for American-born African American
women, age 18 and older.

Program Description: PCO and SSE

Using a street-based outreach strategy, in Prenatal Care Outreach (PCO) Community Health
Outreach Workers (CHOWS) identify pregnant and parenting African American women and promote
BIH as a unique program designed to address African American infant mortality and to improve the
health status of African American families. Throughout enroliment in the program clients receive
positive support, continuous encouragement, home visits, referrals to family supportive services,
health education, and several invitations to attend activities that celebrate good health in a cultural
context.

Along with the outreach intervention, some clients will also enroll in Social Support and
Empowerment (SSE). In this classroom-style intervention, clients attend eight class sessions that are
designed to increase self-awareness and self-esteem via facilitated group discussions, peer support,
and personal skills building. The Social Support and Empowerment model was developed to take into
account the fact that lack of information alone is not the major reason for poor pregnancy outcomes.
SSE works because it addresses social factors, provides a framework to teach specific skills, and the
classes are likely to increase a clients’ support network.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY CONTRACTORS

Los Angeles County was among the first health jurisdictions to receive funding from
the State to implement a culturally specific perinatal program. Currently, Los
Angeles County's Department of Public Health has five contractors implementing
BIH perinatal interventions, Prenatal Care Outreach and Social Support and
Empowerment.

THE CHILDREN'S COLLECTIVE, INC.
Dr. Jackie Kimbrough, Executive Director
Dia Hall, Program Manager
3701 Stocker St., Suite 302
Los Angeles, CA 90044
Tel: (323) 238-3206 x100 * Fax: (323) 565-2880
E-Mail: dbell@childrenscollective.org
Service Area: 90008, 90037, 90043, 90044, 90047, 90059, 90061, 90062, 90221, 90222,
90301, 90302, 90717, 90731, 90732

GREAT BEGINNINGS FOR BLACK BABIES, INC.
Rae Jones, Executive Director
Tera Hilliard, Program Manager
301 North Prairie Ave., Suite 515
Inglewood, CA 90301
Tel: (310) 677-7995 * Fax: (310) 677-1041
E-Mail: thilliard@gbbb-la.org
Service Area: 90004, 90006, 90013, 90015, 90017, 90019, 90026, 90027, 90031, 90033,
90036, 90038, 90039, 90065, 90068, 90069, 90001, 90002, 90003, 90007, 90011, 90016,
90018, 90220, 90262, 90247, 90250, 90260, 90303, 90304

MISSION CITY COMMUNITY NETWORK, INC.
Nik Gupta, Chief Executive Officer
Marlene Rowlett, Interim Program Manager
10200 Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 300
Mission Hills, CA 91345
Tel: (818) 830-6373 * Fax: (818) 830-6374
E-Mail: marlener@mccn.org
Service Area: 91042, 91304, 91321, 91325, 91330, 91331, 91340, 91350, 91351, 91352,
91355, 91356, 91364, 91403, 91423, 91606

PARTNERS IN CARE FOUNDATION
Bishop Henry W. Hearns, Living Stone Cathedral of Worship
C. McKinley Kemp, Program Manager
45104 10" Street West
Lancaster, CA 93534
Tel: (661) 945-0650 * Fax: (661) 945-0750
E-Mail: mkemp@picf.org
Service Area: 93534, 93535, 93543, 93550, 93551, 93552, 93591

PROTOTYPES
Cassandra Loch, Executive Director
Regina Brown, Program Manager
831 E Arrow Hwy #17
Pomona, CA 91767
Tel: (909) 626-4BIH * Fax: (909) 621-7895
E-Mail: rbrown@prototypes.org
Service Area: 91007, 91016, 91030, 91706 91722, 91723, 91744, 91745, 91748, 91765,
91766, 91767, 91773, 91791, 91801, 91803
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