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A Pertussis vaccination (Tdap) is now required for all students entering 7th – 12th grades 
In the 2011-2012 school year, all 7th – 12th graders will need to show proof of having received a Pertussis vaccination (Tdap) to attend school.
If your child does not show proof of vaccination by [ADD YOUR SCHOOL’S DEADLINE], he/she will be excluded from school.
What vaccine is needed?
Tdap.  This is the vaccine that protects against tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (commonly known as whooping cough).Your child probably received DTaP as a young child, which protects against the same diseases.  However, protection from DTaP wears off over time, so it is necessary to get a dose of Tdap vaccine during adolescence.    
California saw a record number of cases of pertussis in 2010.  This is a serious disease that can cause coughing fits and can be deadly in infants. Preteens and teens can catch and spread pertussis to infants and other family members.  Protect your family by getting your child vaccinated now.
Get Vaccinated! 

Our school requires proof of vaccination to attend school.  Did you child already receive a Tdap vaccination on or after his/her 7th birthday?

· Yes.  No additional Tdap shot is needed.  Please provide proof of vaccination to our school.

· No.  Talk to your child’s healthcare provider about getting a Tdap vaccination and any other recommended vaccines.   Please provide proof of vaccination to our school.

The Td vaccine (tetanus, diphtheria) will not be accepted for school attendance.  DESCRIBE WHEN YOUR SCHOOL WILL VERIFY VACCINATION STATUS. 
If your child does not have health insurance or a regular health care provider, visit www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip or dial the Los Angeles County Information Line at 2-1-1 for referrals to no-cost or low-cost vaccine providers. 

IF YOUR SCHOOL PARTICIPATES IN THE VACCINES FOR CHILDREN PROGRAM AND IS OFFERING VACCINES ONSITE, ADD THIS TEXT: 

[School Name] will offer [no-cost] pertussis vaccinations [and list any other vaccines to be provided] at [Location, Date, Time] if your child is eligible for the Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program. For more information, contact [School Health Official] at [Phone Number, Email].
Learn more. 
To learn more about the Pertussis Vaccination (Tdap) School Law, visit www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm.
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This customizable template was provided by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. Please feel free to customize this web alert and share it with parents to encourage compliance with the pertussis vaccination school law.


To download additional resources visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm" �www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm�.
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