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Are you entering 7 – 12th grade?
Listen up!  You need a Pertussis shot (Tdap) to attend school. 
A new California Law means that a Pertussis vaccination (Tdap) is required for all students who are entering grades 7 – 12 in the fall.
If you are entering 7,  8, 9, 10, 11 or 12th grade in the 2011- 2012 school year, you  need to show proof that you have received a pertussis shot (Tdap) to attend school. If you don’t get the shot, you may not be allowed to go school.  Don’t miss a day of class. If you haven’t gotten your Tdap shot, get vaccinated today!
Sure it’s the law, but why is the pertussis shot (Tdap) important?

The Pertussis shot or Tdap, protects you against 3 diseases, tetanus, diphtheria, and pertussis (also known as whooping cough).
California had more cases of  pertussis last year than it had since the 1940’s!  Pertussis causes you to to have terrible coughing fits that can last for months.  Not only will you be sick, but you can also make your friends and family sick.  This is can be especially dangerous if you have young siblings at home.
Shots aren’t just for little kids!
You received a shot similar to Tdap when you were younger called DTaP, but it has likely worn off and you need a boost to provide more protection against these diseases.  That is why you need a Tdap dose as an adolescent.
If you have proof that you already received a Tdap shot (on or after your 7th birthday) you do NOT need another one to attend school.  

If you need to go to the doctor for your Tdap shot, ask if you need any other shots.  You may need the meningococcal, HPV, or flu vaccine.  You can expect to receive vaccines to protect you from deadly diseases throughout your lifetime.
Don’t know where to get the pertussis vaccination (Tdap)?   

Visit your regular doctor to get your pertusssis shot. If you do not have health insurance or a regular doctor, visit www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip or dial the Los Angeles County Information Line at 2-1-1 for referrals to no-cost or low-cost vaccine providers. 

Don’t forget your vaccination record! 
You will need to get written proof from your doctor that you got the Tdap shot and bring it to school.  DESCRIBE WHEN YOUR SCHOOL WILL VERIFY VACCINATION STATUS. 
Learn more. 
To learn more about the Pertussis Vaccination (Tdap) School Law, visit www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm.
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This customizable template was provided by the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health. Please feel free to customize this newsletter article and share it with students to encourage compliance with the pertussis vaccination school law.


To download additional resources visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm" �www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/ip/school/pertussisforschool.htm�.
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