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Summer 2011 

• July 1, 2011: All students 7th-12th grade required 
to present proof of immunization with pertussis 
booster (Tdap) 

– >250,000 students affected in LAUSD 

– 55,000 students in schools that start in July and 
August (Year-round, Balanced Traditional, Early Start) 



Summer 2011 
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Tdap compliance rates for LAUSD 



Challenges 

• Students and families… 

– Do not know about the mandate 

– Have barriers to receiving care 

– Have other pressing issues (prioritization) 

• Schools and staff… 

– Do not know about the mandate 

– Lack training in implementation (documentation) 

– Have other pressing issues 

 



Strategies- Lessons Learned 

• Students, families, staff… Do not know about 
the mandate 

 

 

 

•Send home letters •Needs to be strongly 
worded (exclusion) 

•Phone calls home •High fail rate on 
automated calls- 
better if live person 

•Media •Paid media ($$$) 

•Use news 



Strategies- Lessons Learned 

• Students/families have barriers to receiving care 
 School-based Tdap programs 

 

 
•District nursing 
staff- run 

•Able to use existing 
model/sites/programs 

•External agency-
run 

•Need MOU  

•Need lots of coordination 

•SBHC •Usually not set up for 
high volume IZ admin 



Issues- Lessons Learned 

• School have difficulty implementing the law 

 

 
•7th-12th grade- 
scope 

•(Re) training school staff 

•Extra assistance 

•IZ records are 
complicated 

•Training school staff 

•Provider training 

•Documentation •Reprogram  SIS 

•Adapt blue card 
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Issues- Lessons Learned 

• Students/Families, schools have other pressing 
issues (low prioritization for Tdap) 

 

 
•School entry 
mandate 

•Good to have law 

•Issue of enforcement 

•Leadership needs 
to “buy-in” 

•From the “top down” 

•People wait to the 
“last minute” 

•Make it part of a routine 


