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Turtles and other reptiles such as tortoises, lizards and AND SUNDAY
snakes are carriers of a germ called Salmondlla, which ||
can make children very sick, causing fever, chills,
diarrhea, nausea and somefimes vomiting.

The following story is based on real events.
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Turtles are not safe pets for young children. They should not be kept in the
home, af childcare centers, prescheals, or in early childhood education programs.

D nat buy @ furile (less than 4 inches in width), especially if you are
preghant, if you have children under the age of 8, or if you have any chronic
health prablems. Safiuaneffa germs can survive for weeks on surfaces and
objects (such as clothing, carpets, and tays).

Tt you dlready have a turtle, follow the tips below far child and turtle safety:

Wash yeur hands after each time you touch,
hald or clean your pet, its cage or foad,

Keap your turtle’s living area clean

Do nat bathe your turtle in The kitchen sink
or hext to places where you keep and cook
your food

Da not allow children under the age of 5 to play
with turtles.

Avaid contaminating the bathtub. Always sanitize the
area where you clean the turtle or ifs equipment.

Da nat put vour turtle into a lecal lake if you no
langer want it. Instead, call a turfle erganization
ar the City Animal Control Department,

Find out how to take good care of your pet turtle because a sick
turtle sheds more Safuosxelia and that's more dangerous! Visit
hitp:/ fwww ph.lacounty gov/acd/Diseases/Repfiles. him

Far more information about Reptile-Associated Salmanellosis,
please contact the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health,
kittp:/ fwww.publichealth Jacounty gov/acd
Telephone (213) 240-7941 (4sk for the Health Education Unit)
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